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Background Thoracoscopic lobectomy for congenital cys c
lung lesions is generally accepted, namely in asymptoma c children older than 6 months old. The safety and eﬃcacy of resecons in younger symptoma c children have been ques oned,
due to the smaller size, ssue fragility and technical demands
of unilateral lung ven la on.

Materials and methods In the last 2 years, 3 children younger
than 3 months old underwent thoracoscopic le upper lobectomy at our department. All presented with respiratory distress.
Two had congenital lobar emphysema and one had megacys c
congenital pulmonary airway disease and post-opera ve histologic diagnosis of pleuropulmonar blastoma. All infants were
operated under unilateral lung ven la on that was monitored
by thoracic ultrasound (Sliding lung sign | Marching-ants appearance).

Results We completed 3 thoracoscopic le upper lobectomies. Pa ent age at opera on ranged from 17 days to 3 months
and weight from 3.1 to 6 kg. Opera ve me ranged from 145
to 195 minutes. There were no intraopera ve or post-opera ve
complica ons. All of them were orally fed on the ﬁrst 24h of the
procedure. Hospital length of stay ranged from 3 to 5 days.

Conclusions Thoracoscopic pulmonary lobectomy is safe and
feasible even in symptoma c infants younger than 3 months
old with congenital lobar emphysema and megacys c pulmonary airway disease.
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