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Background The porcine model is the most widely used animal model for laparoscopic training. However, in pediatric surgery, an experimental se ng with smaller animals could improve the training condi ons. We present the results of the valida on of the rabbit model for training in pediatric minimally
invasive surgery (MIS).

Materials and methods At the Minimally Invasive Surgery
Centre Jesús Usón from Cáceres, Spain, 26 pediatric surgeons
underwent training sessions on rabbit under the supervision of
experienced tutors.
All the par cipant performed four laparoscopic techniques in New Zealand white rabbit: gastrectomy, Pyloromyotomy,
Nissen fundoplica on and nephrectomy. The inclusion of the
rabbit in pediatric laparoscopic surgery courses, the adequacy
of this model for the surgery techniques and the acquisi on of
skills a er the comple on of the course was evaluated by the
par cipants. The ques onnaires were composed by items rated on a 5-point Likert scale.
Results Par cipants rated the adequacy of the rabbit in the
training programs with 4,8±0,31 and the adequacy for surgery techniques was 4,42 ± 0,76 for gastrectomy, 4,11 ± 0,38
for Pyloromyotomy, 4,32 ± 0,69 for Nissen fundoplica on and
4,17 ± 0,43 for nephrectomy. Finally the acquisi on of skills obtained a score of 4,89±0,36.

Conclusions On the basis of our preliminary results, rabbit is
a good training model in pediatric MIS. In this model it is possible to perform procedures in a similar way as would be done in
a real pediatric pa ent.
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